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To AlG 183
INFO RUMFZK/JERWCTG 77.5
RUNFIN/HBAX/CTG 77,6
RUEPCR/D TRSNA
RUMCGR/NENB/USS TURNER JOY
RUMGCA/NHHK/USS MADDOX
RUMSUA/OQUUSMACY
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ATTACK ON DESOTO FINAL SITREPT®-~

e CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTS: , |
AT 841215 RCVD INFO THAT DRY INTENDED ATTACK. MY POSITION 19=18.7N
187-99E, PROCEED WTTUUTH (AS RECVD) AT THIRTY KNOTS TO BUY TIME -
FOR AJR COVER. REQUESTED COVER FROM CTG 77.%+ AT 181298 (AS RECYD)
DETECTED THREE TO FIVE CONTACTS 48-2 MILES TO EAST AND IN [NTENDED
SIGHT STEAM AREA., THESE CONTACTS APPEARED TO ATTEMPT PURSUIT 8UT
PROKE OFF AFTER ABOUT TEN MINUTES AT RANGE 48 MILES. REQUESTED

AIR SUPPORT FROM CTG 77.5 AT2A 13252, AT 8413932 THREE CONTACTS
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PAGE 2 RUMFCR -3—E CREI T —NOFORN-
DETECTED 898, 1A MILES ON COURSE 132, SPSED 30 KT3s THIS CONTACT
HELD RY BOTH SHIPS., AT 14192 CONTACTS CHANGED TO 139, 48 KTS, FIRST
CAP OVER HEAD 13102, AT waszmjn_%%qunm COMMENCED FIRE ON LEAD
CONTACT WHICH HAD TURNED TO | CEPT¢ PROBABLE TORPEDO DETECTED
ON SONAR, FROM THIS TIME UNTIL 16352 DESOTO UNITS OPERATED
INDEPENDENTLY ALKKVFQTPOW (A3 RECVD)Y EVASION AND FIRING AT TARGETS
OF OPPOATUNITY. ACTION CEASED AT APPROX 16352 WITH NO FURTHER
DETECTIONS, DESOTO UN!ITS PROCEEDED TO VIC 17=38N, 18-98E TO AWAIT
DECISION ON POSSIBLE LOGISTIOS ARRANGEMENTS, AT 20452 SET COURSE
FOR FIVE AUGUST PATROL AREA 1AW INSTRUCTIONS FROM COMSEVENTHFLT.
2. AIR COVER FROM TICO WAS IN AREA CONTINUGSLY FROM 14182 UNTIE
STEERED AT 17582, AJR COVER FROM CONSTELLATION STATION FROM AFSINR
16152 UNTIL STEER AT 1792Z. DUE TO WEATHER, LIMITED VISIBELITY
AND LACK OF EFFECTIVE ILLUMINATION, AIR SUPPORT NOT SUCESSFUL
IN LOCATING TARGETS, ‘ - .
e CO TURNER JOY CLAIMS SINKING ONE CRAFT AND DAMAGE TO
ANOTHER WITH GUNF IRE., DAMAGED BOAT RETURNED CONF IRE-MO HITS, CO
TURNER JOY AND OTHER PERSONNEL OBSERYED BURSTS AND BLACK SNOKE
FROM HITS ON THIS BOAT, THIS BOAT ILLWMINATED TURNER JOY
AND HIS RETURN FIRE WAS OBSERYED AND HEARD BY TJ PERSONNEL . MADDOX
“SCORED NO KNOWN HITS AND NEVER POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED A BOAT
AS SUCH, e )
A, THE FIRST BOAT TO CLOSE MADDOX € 14%592) PROBABLY FIRED TORPELDG.
AT MADDOX WHICH WAS HEARD BUT NOT SEEN, ALL SUBSEQUENT MADDOX TORPEDO
REPCRTS ARE DOUBTFUL IN THAT IT IS SUSPECTED THE SONARMAN NAS

HEAR ING ;THE—SH{RS. -OAN_PROPELLER BEAT REFLECTED OFF RUDDERS DURING Lo
COURSE CHANGES-(MWEAVING)« TURNER JOY DETECTED 2 TORPEDO RUNS _ . . , ® L
(MORE TO FOLLOM) : DLLI S .
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TO AlG 181

INFO nwzwasamrc 1745
! RUNFZN/ HSX/CTG 776
! RUEPCR/D RSNA
RUMGCR/NENB/USS TURNER JOY

: HER ONE oF WHICH ms SIGHTED vxsuu.u PASSED uovm PORT SiDE 5 T05%
: HUNDRED YAROS.
%, WEATHER WAS OVERCAST WITH LIMITED VISIBILITYe THERE WERE NO
STARS OR MOON RESULTING IN ALMOST TOTAL DARKNESS THOUGHOUT ACT ION,
VISUAL SIGHTINGS OF CRAFT MADE BY EMBARKED SECGRU PERSONNEL ON
DIMMED LIGHT EVAL AS POSSIBLE BINNACLE LIGHT. PASSING CLOSE
ABOARD MADDOX. = - '
€« AIR CONTACTS WERE REPORTED TO CTG 775 AT 1328Zs THESE -
gTogTAcT; nERE SUBSEQUENTLY EVAL AS LAND AND REPORTED AS SUCH TO
¢ N 7xuonu nmacz R PERSONNEL CASUALITIES TO EITMER SHIP.
MADDOX URC-32 INDP.DUE TO BROKEN TRANSMISSION LINE PROBARLY
CAUSED BY VIBRATION, THIS CASUALTY PRECLUDES MY GUARD ING NEC IF
NETS. FOUR CASES OF HEAT PROSTRATION EXPERIENCEQ BY MAGDOX
ENGINEERING PERSONNEL,
. 84 SUSPECT POSITIONING OF DRY CRAFT PREYIOUS NIGMT. BELIEVE
' % OHSMEDE (AS RECVD) ORAFT WERE WAITING MY INTENDED NIGHT STzAM
AREA WHICH HAS BEEN USED THE PREVIOQUS NIGHT AND AT SUSPECTED

' POSITIONS TO SOUTHNARD TO THWART MITHORAML.
; 9. DURING PERIOD PATROL PT DELTA TO OHARLIE, SIGHTED VESSEL
SIMILAR TO.US YO CAS RECVD) DEPARTING HON ME. VESSEL RETURNED

TO HON ME UPON SIGHTING PATROL. AT APPROX 1B1BZ. TURNER JOY
'SIGHTED TWO UNIDENT PROP AJRCRAFT FLYING LOT IN YIC HON MAT, AR
"CRAFT B0 NOT APPROACH DESOTO. - -
.18, FLEL AT 858823 MADDOX 58 TURNER JOY £8. ROUNDS Exrsmeu THIS oA
“ACTIONS MADDOX 2-3 INCH 8 FRAG, 3-5 INCH AAC, 4-3 INC Ls”
s =3 INCH FRAG, 8 DEPTH CHARGES. TURNER JOY 134-5 ING 54 FRAG,
: &-5 INCH AAG AND g- INCH FRAG, ONE DEPTH CHARGES.PERCENT AMMO
i ON BOAR 00X £5 TURNER JOY 95, DEPTH CHARGES USED AS ATTEMPED
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“EVEN ESTIMATE NUMBER OF BOA

. WITNESSES WHO MADE POSIT|vE
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2 TGRPEDOES PASSED NEAR HER,
2. MADDOX AND JOY NOT
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VED,

WAS BONAF [DE,
it 0l A
VO SSIMILAR PASSING NEAR MADOOX. SE ED YORPEDOES .
MERS PROBABLY BOATS THEMSELVES WHICH MERE OBSERVED o
" SEVERAL CLODSE PASSES ON MAODGX: ONN
:RUDDERS MAY MAVE ACCOUNTED FOR SOME.

USING PICTURE., HAVE §
UAL SIGHTINGS 0
SEVERAL REPORT
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